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I

 am pleased to be able to report that the Governors have confirmed the appointment of 
Miss Lavinia Spong to the permanent post of Deputy Headteacher.  Miss Spong is an experienced teacher from Our Lady Immaculate School, Tolworth.  She takes up her post with us in September but will be making a number of visits to the school between now and the end of the Summer Term.  We look forward to welcoming her to the staff and are sure she will quickly establish herself as a valued member of our team.

We were sad to have to say farewell to Miss Campbell recently. She expressed her gratitude at her 
send-off at a recent Assembly and was appreciative of the generosity shown to her in the gifts she received from staff, parents and our Friends Association.  We wish her every success in her new post at Wolsey Infants School.

Funeral Mass:  We are able to confirm that the Funeral Service for Simon Bekit, the brother of three 
St James the Great pupils, will take place at St Bartholomew’s Church, Ellison Road, Norbury on Monday 29th March at 12.30 pm.  Some staff members will be attending to represent the school but it is not planned to take any pupils.  Parents may wish to attend.

Friends Association – Quiz Night

For the first time in a long time I am embarrassed for our Friends Association Committee.  A significant amount of preparation went into last Saturday’s event with advance ticket sales being low and only 26 people turning out on the night – a number being Committee members.  Those present had a pleasant evening but the disappointment at the lack of support could not be fully mitigated.  I can only urge parents to put forward suggestions for events they would be willing to attend.  I very much believe that the next couple of years are going to be very difficult for schools as regards funding and a vibrant Friends Association will play a significant part in ameliorating such problems whilst continuing to strengthen our school community through social links.  Please give them your support as much as possible.  Thank you.
School Football Team

Congratulations to our school football team who are league champions.  We wish them well as they progress further.

This Newsletter was compiled just prior to the Year 4 and 5 group setting off on their residential week on the Isle of Wight.  They return the day after the end of term.  We wish them an enjoyable week along with good weather and look forward to hearing about the trip on their return.  Many thanks to Mrs Lawless, Miss O’Connor, Mrs Grabiec, Mrs Marchant, Mrs McGuire, Miss Sweeney and to Joe, who is with the group for the week, for making this trip possible.  Thanks also to those parents and friends who have supplied an “Orange Wednesday” code for the group’s cinema visit.  Mrs Spinks is collating these so please email stjames@stjamesthegreat.org or send in any codes obtained before Wednesday next.
The Shell:  Our Newspaper Team, under the watchful guidance of Miss Ellen Jackson, have produced their termly edition of the school Newspaper.  Hopefully you got to see a copy.  Thanks to the team for another good read.
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The school holds an Intermediate International Schools Award.
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With final entries being made to the Newsletter following the Croydon Schools’ Dance Association’s Fairfield Halls Concert, it is appropriate to congratulate our Infant Dancers:  Francis Appiah, Shay Balsekar, Jamie Cataleta, Yasmin D’Monte, Kamsi Egwim, Timothy Lee, Aidan Lopeman, Alessandro Mackinnon-Botti, Celine McCready, Elle McGing, Michael Menezes, Molly Murphy, Sabina Ngatunga, Conor O’Donovan, Eleanor O’Regan, Joseph Prince, Tia Rainford, Lily Shoulder, Gabriel Spennato, Michelle Tcheukam and Emma Watts and Junior Dancers: Nathan Akpani, Lorna Behan, Joshua Berkeley-Agyepong, Amanda Burrows, Dean Burrows, Rhianne Creary, Amara Egole, Aidan Finnegan, Rebecca Goulding, Jodie Howard, Sarah Menezes, Gael Mfula, Ola Olufemi Krakue, Siobhan Osagie, Deandra Prince, Humaira Prince, Kiaramarie Reynolds and Rosie Savage who did us really proud with two outstanding items.  It was not only a great experience for the children but also for us in the audience.  Well done to them all.  We are very grateful to Mrs Shoulder and Miss Sweeney respectively for all their work throughout this term’s practices and for putting it all together.  Well done again.

The Dance Festival followed two excellent Choir Concerts last week with exceptional contributions from our Infant Festival Choir: Zarish Alban, Emma Allen, Antonio Bollito, Helen Cotzias, Channaki De Zoysa, Giovanni Demba-Martins, Mya Dixon, Antonia Dweben, Alexander Ely, Franciszka Garzennec, Joe Harries, Ashvini Joseph, Nicole Karkut, Racheal Largie-Poleon, Paula Marcinkiewicz, Anne-Marie Michael, Anjali Modeste, Jessica Moneke, Chidimma Muoghalu, Sinead Obeng, Anastacia Ogwuke, Renee Okeke, Lavinia Robinson, Shaun Rudland, Imogen Turner, Stephanie Usher, Sarah Vella and Karolina Wrobel and our Junior Festival Choir: Joshua Ajisafe, Charlotte Allen, Yvonne Appiah, Joshua Berkeley-Agyepong, Gemma Blundell-Doyle, Rhianne Creary, Charlie Desa, Louise Fernandes, Aidan Finnegan, Rebecca Goulding, Jodie Howard, Liam Hutchinson- Gleeson, Joshua Joseph, Patrick Melody, Sarah Menezes, Chantella Ogwuke, Ola Olufemi Krakue, Immanuel Opong-Mills, Siobhan Osagie, Frances Parry, Deandra Prince, Humaira Prince, Karl Ramos and Rosie Savage.  Again this was made possible by numerous rehearsals and thanks go to Mr Johan Allen and Mrs Becky Williams for all their hard work.  Thanks also to support staff whose help made the arrangements possible.  Once again, well done to all concerned for two great evenings.

Dates:  We will send out a summer term date list to confirm the term’s programme soon after we return.  Do, however, put in your diary 2.30 pm Thursday 29th April as we will be celebrating a Mass in the school in memory of Mr Brown RIP.
Reminder –  Curriculum Evening – Monday 26th April:  During this evening parents will have the opportunity to work alongside staff members on various areas of the curriculum including Numeracy and material will be shared for the SRE programme.  Further details will be issued after the Easter break.
Lenten Masses:  The last of these Lenten services will take place next Tuesday, 30th March.  If you have not yet attended please consider making an effort for this final Lenten school Mass – all are welcome.  I would like to thank those who have joined on a regular basis with special thanks to 
Mrs Mascarenhas for all her work in preparing the room each week and to Les for arranging the furniture.  We are very grateful to Frs. Francis, Chima and Con for celebrating these weekly Masses for us.

As I am on the Year 4 and 5 residential trip, I take the opportunity to wish you and your families every blessing for Easter.

Please do not Forget:  School closes at 2 pm on Thursday 1st April (Please collect your children promptly).  

Nursery closes on Wednesday 31st March (No Nursery sessions on Thursday)

School re-opens on Monday 19th April –All Children should return in summer uniform (Girls – Navy Blue Check Dresses, Boys – Short Trousers)
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