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No 2                         October 2008 
����

ith the school year well underway this second planned monthly Newsletter of the year whilst 
still in the second month missed the target date for issue.  Apologies for this but it was 
important to confirm as much of the annual timetable as possible before issuing dates etc.  As 

promised attached to this Newsletter is:- 
 

1. Annual programme Date List. 
2. Class prayer service, assembly and parish Mass dates. 
3. Up to date school holiday date list. 
4. Termly ‘Here I Am’ RE Newsletter. 

 
As will have been seen our coach is now back with us having passed a stringent PSV test and been made 
fully compliant with the new London Emission Zone, allowing us to operate fully in London without 
penalty.  My thanks to the Friends Association for meeting the costs of this upgrade.  We are almost back 
to normal following the Summer Term building works with just the reinstatement of the Library area to 
be completed. 
 
RE INSPECTION – THURSDAY 6TH

 NOVEMBER 2008 
Many thanks for the good number of questionnaires already returned.  These will be forwarded to the lead 
inspector at the end of this week so if you still have yours to return please do so as soon as possible.  As 
indicated in the letter sent out with the questionnaire you are invited to make comments on the reverse of 
the questionnaires, hopefully supportive! These are appreciated by inspection teams in assisting them in 
making judgements for the report.  If you need a replacement questionnaire form please contact the 
school office. 
 
Class 6.2 will be leading a KS2 assembly at 3.05 pm on this day.  All parents are welcome and I would 
encourage you to attend. 
 
CAFOD LUNCH DAY :  Thanks to the tremendous support given to this event we will be sending a cheque 
for £200 to CAFOD.  Well done to all Year 3 children, the parents who helped and Sheila and her staff 
who supported this event on top of all their normal daily routines and other demands on them.  Special 
mention to Mr Kenny for ensuring all worked so well in spite of his parallel class teacher, Miss Bekir, 
being absent.  A great effort by all concerned. 
 
BOOK TRAIL :  Navine from the local Library attended a recent assembly and confirmed once again that 
our children had made excellent use of the summer holiday Book Trail with some 175 earning certificates 
far in excess of any other school or group.  Well done to all the children concerned and to parents for 
encouraging and supporting their visits to the library. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

A Voluntary Aided School in the Trusteeship of the Archdiocese of Southwark. 
Linked with Schools in the Bao'an District of China.  

WINDSOR ROAD · THORNTON HEATH · SURREY CR7 8HJ 
TEL: 020 8771 3424 (2 Lines) · FAX: 020 8771 006

W

NEWSLETTER  

school  
    achievement award  

Department for Education and Employment  

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 
 



SCHOOL MEALS – HELD AT £1.60 
As you are aware our school meals represent very good value at £1.60 with the current Croydon School 
Meal Contract price having risen to £1.90 per day.  We are confident we can maintain our price for at least 
this academic year subject to a continued high level of take up.  We would encourage you to support our 
catering service by allowing your child to stay for school dinners as often as possible.  Through the winter 
months a hot meal at lunchtime is particularly beneficial to them.  Please note the 5th November will be a 
special Guy Fawkes menu.  Further details will follow – have your token ready!! 
 
FRIENDS ASSOCIATION  
Our Association has already made a good start to the year with two very successful events under their belt.  
Firstly a highly enjoyable Wine and Cheese Tasting evening attended by almost eighty people.  This first 
time event went well and we feel sure we can improve it further should we run it again next year.  Secondly 
120+ people join in an energetic Barn Dance event which appears now to be firmly established in the annual 
calendar.  Thanks to all of you who participated.  Still to come before Christmas:- 
 
 Friday 7th November:  Firework Display 
 Thursday 13th November: Trip to see “Wicked” 
 Sunday 7th December:  Christmas Fayre 
 13th and 18th December: Pantomime “Peter Pan” 
 
Do come along if you can – watch for the separate flyers. 
 
TRIP MONIES 
I am sure parents appreciate that with 480 children in the school payments are regularly received on a daily 
basis in the school office.  Reconciling payments is dependent upon monies coming into the office in 
envelopes clearly marked with the child’s name, class and purpose of the payment.  Please avoid sending 
loose money into the office via children.  It would be very much appreciated if the correct amount of money 
is placed in the envelope, as providing change is administratively burdensome.  Should a payment require 
change this will be retained in an envelope in the school office for collection at the end of the day. 
 
PHOTOCOPYING  
We have recently seen a significant increase in the number of requests for duplicate copies of letters that 
have been sent home.  These requests are time consuming for the office staff who, whilst keen to please, 
would request that such requests are kept to an absolute minimum.  We will reinforce with the children the 
need to ensure letters are delivered home and would ask you to check for these in order to keep requests for 
duplicates down.  The same situation applies with requests for duplicate copies of homework sheets and 
again we would ask you to impress upon your children the importance of looking after homework sheets not 
least on the basis of an environmental argument of not wasting paper by requiring duplicate copies. 
 
KEEP FIT WITH L IZZIE  
Why not consider keeping fit with Lizzie?  Her Keep Fit session runs on a Monday evening from 7-8 pm and 
is open to all - beginners to the experienced, male and female.  Very good value at £3.50 per session.  The 
next session will be on Monday 3rd November.  Why not give it a try? 
 
QUIZ CLUB COMPETITION  
Well done to our team members: Amira Awofadeju, Mark Szymaniak, Louise Fernandes and Niall Byrne 
who achieved a highly creditable score of 1,850 points in the first round of this competition.  Regretfully 
they were pipped at the post and will not be progressing to the next round this year.  But well done to them 
all for doing so well against such stiff competition. 



Date List 2008/2009 
 

DATE TIME EVENT 

Monday 1st September  In-Service Training Day – School Closed 

Tuesday 2nd September  School Re-opens 

Friday 12th September 2.15 pm Whole School Mass  

Wednesday 17th September  Open Evening Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2 only) 

Thursday 18th September  Open Evening Key Stage 2 

Sunday 21st September 10-1.00 Scouts’ Car Boot Sale 

Tuesday 23rd September 4.30 pm Catholic Schools’ Staff Mass – St Andrew’s 

Friday 26th September 7.30 pm Friends Association Wine Tasting Evening 

Saturday 11th October 7.30 pm Friends Association Barn Dance 

Thursday 16th October  Year 3 CAFOD Harvest Lunch 

Wednesday 22nd October 10-11 am Quiz Club area heat 

Thursday 23rd October 2.45 pm Harvest Assembly 

Friday 24th October  School closes for Half Term 
Friday 31st October  Closing date for receipt of Reception applications 2009/10 
 
Monday 3rd November  School re-opens 

Friday 7th November 7 for 8 pm Friends Association Grand Firework Display 

Monday 10th November  Open Evening – Reception 

W/B 1st December   Book Fair  

Sunday 7th December 12-3 pm Friends Association Christmas Craft Fayre 

Monday 8th December 2 pm Christmas Concert – All Infants 

Tuesday 9th December 7.00 pm Christmas Concert – All Infants 

Wednesday 10th December 7.00 pm Christmas Concert – All Infants (Guest Night) 

Friday 12th December am Nursery Concert 

Monday 15th December 7:30 pm Carol Service at St Bartholomew’s – All Juniors 

Tuesday 16th December  Christmas Dinner Day – Nursery 

Wednesday 17th December  Christmas Dinner Day – Whole School 

Thursday 18th December 9.45 am Final Assembly 
Class Christmas Party Day 
Nursery closes for Christmas Break 

Friday 19th December 2 pm School closes for Christmas Break 
Closing date for Nursery applications 2009/10 

 
Monday 5th January 9.15 am  School re-opens 

Tuesday 3rd February  Open Evening – Nursery to Year 6 

Thursday 5th February  Open Evening – Nursery to Year 6 

Wednesday 11th February 7.00 pm Yr6 UKSA Residential Visit meeting for parents & children (Music Room) 

Thursday 12th February  School closes for Half Term 
Friday 13th February  In-Service Training Day – School Closed   
 
Monday 23rd February  School re-opens 

 a.m. Catholic Schools’ Cross Country  

Friday 20th March 7.00 pm Year 6 to lead Stations of the Cross – St Andrew’s 

23rd-27th March  Penitential Week – Years 4, 5 and 6 

6th-10th April  Easter Residential Visit – Years 4 and 5  

Wednesday 8th April  Nursery closes for Easter Break 

Thursday 9th April 9.45 am 
2:00 pm 

School-based Easter Liturgy led by Year 3 
School closes for Easter Break 



 
DATE TIME

Monday 27th April 9.15 am School re-opens 

TBA 1 pm Croydon Catholic Schools Football and Netball Tournaments at Margaret 
Roper School 

Monday 4th May  School closed – May Day Bank Holiday 

Sunday 10th May  Friends Association Summer Fete 

W/B 11th May  Year 6 – SATs 

18th-22nd May  UKSA – Year 6 Residential Visit 

Friday 22nd May  School closes for half term Break 

 
Monday 1st June  In-Service Day – School Closed 

Tuesday 2nd June 9.15 am School re-opens 

  Catholic Schools’ Swimming Gala 

Saturday 6th June  Festival of Football 

Thursday 11th June p.m. School Sports – field events 

Monday 15th June All day Sports Day – track events 

Wednesday 17th June a.m. Croydon Catholic Schools’ Sports Day at St James the Great 
New Reception Visits 

Monday 22nd June 7.30 pm New Nursery Parents’ Meeting 

Wednesday 24th June  
7.30 pm 

New Reception Visits (am and pm) 
Reception Parents’ Meeting 

Thursday 25th June  Open Evening – Nursery to Year 5 

Thursday 2nd July  Open Evening – Nursery to Year 5 

Monday 6th July 2 pm School Concert 

Tuesday 7th July 7.30 pm School Concert 

Wednesday 8th July 7.30 pm School Concert (Guest Night) 

Thursday 9th July  Open Evening – Year 6 
Saturday 11th July   Friends Association Family Disco 
Monday 13th July 7.30 pm Leavers’ Mass – St Bartholomew’s 
Tuesday 14th July 4:00 pm Leavers’ Barbecue  
Wednesday 15th July 1.45 pm Children to new classes – incl. new children until 2:30 pm 

Thursday 16th July 10 am Leavers’ Assembly 
Nursery closes for Summer Break 

Friday 17th July 10 am 
2 pm 

Final Assembly 
School closes for Summer Break 

 
Wednesday 2nd September  In-Service Training Day – School Closed 

Thursday 3rd September  School re-opens 

 
 



Class Assembly, Prayer Service and Mass Schedule 2008/09 
 
Class Thursday Assembly – 

3.05 pm 
Prayer Service –Thursday at 
9.45 am in The Oratory 
followed by refreshments in the 
Staff Room 

10 o’clock Parish Mass 

R1 14th May 2009 19th March 2009 Thursday 30th April 1009 – St Andrew’s 
R2 21st May 2009 12th March 2009 Friday 1st May 2009 – St Bartholomew’s 
1.1 18th June 2009 2nd April 2009 Wednesday 8th July 2009 – St Andrew’s 
1.2 7th May 2009 12th February 2009 Wednesday 8th July 2009 – St Bartholomew’s 
2.1 12th February 2009 29th January 2009 Monday 12th January 2009 – St Andrew’s 
2.2 22nd January 2009 11th June 2009 Monday 12th January 2009 – St Bartholomew’s 
3.1 12th March 2009 26th March 2009 Tuesday 28th April 2009 – St Bartholomew’s 
3.2 26th March 2009 21st May 2009 Tuesday 28th April 2009 – St Andrew’s 
4.1 19th March 2009 13th November 2009 Thursday 20th November 2008 – St Bartholomew’s 
4.2 29th January 2009 7th May 2009 Thursday 20th November 2008 – St Andrew’s 
5.1 15th January 2009 26th February 2009 Wednesday 28th January 2009 – St Andrew’s 
5.2 5th February 2009 5th March 2009 Wednesday 28th January 2009 – St Bartholomew’s 
6.1 16th July 2009 22nd January 2009 Wednesday 8th October 2008 – St Bartholomew’s 
6.2 6th November 2008 

16th July 2009 
15th January 2009 Wednesday 8th October 2008 – St Andrew’s 

 
Please note classes will be attending the parish Masses listed above as part of the normal congregation, not in a lead capacity.  All 
are welcome to the above celebrations.  It may be necessary on occasions to change dates of attendance subject to parish 
commitments, e.g. requiem Masses. 
 



ST JAMES THE GREAT SCHOOL, WINDSOR ROAD, THORNTON H EATH  
HOLIDAY DATES  

 
 
 

AUTUMN TERM 2008 
      CLOSED: Monday 1 September (Staff In-Service Day) 
OPEN: Tuesday 2 September   CLOSE: Friday 24 October 
OPEN: Monday 3 November   CLOSE: Friday 19 December 
 

SPRING TERM 2009 
OPEN: Monday 5 January    CLOSE: Thursday 12 February 
      CLOSED: Friday 13 February (Staff In-Service Day) 
OPEN: Monday 23 February   CLOSE: Thursday 9 April 
 

SUMMER TERM 2009 
      CLOSED: Friday 24 April (Staff In-Service Day) 
OPEN: Monday 27 April    CLOSED: Monday 4 May (PUBLIC HOLIDAY) 

CLOSE: Friday 22 May 
CLOSED: Monday 1 June (Staff In-Service Day) 

OPEN: Tuesday 2 June    CLOSE: Friday 17 July 
 

AUTUMN TERM 2009 
      CLOSED: Wednesday 2 September (Staff In-Service Day) 
OPEN: Thursday 3 September   CLOSE:  Friday 23 October 
OPEN: Monday 2 November   CLOSE:  Friday 18 December 
 
SPRING TERM 2010 
      CLOSED: Monday 4 January (Staff In-Service Day) 
OPEN: Tuesday 5 January    CLOSE: Friday 12 February 
OPEN: Monday 22 February   CLOSE: Thursday 1 April 
 
SUMMER TERM 2010 
OPEN: Monday 19 April    CLOSED: Monday 3 May (PUBLIC HOLIDAY) 
      CLOSE: Friday 28 May 
      CLOSED: Monday 7 June (Staff In-Service Day) 
OPEN: Tuesday 8 June    CLOSE: Friday 23 July 
 

********************************************** 
For your information : 
   2008  2009  2010 
Good Friday  21 March 10 April  2 April 
Easter Sunday  23 March 12 April  4 April 
Christmas Day  Thursday Friday  Saturday 
 

FIVE STAFF IN-SERVICE DAYS PER ACADEMIC YEAR HAVE TO BE FIXED 
YOU WILL BE ADVISED OF THOSE NOT INCLUDED ABOVE AS THEY ARE AGREED 

 
(September 2008) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BIRTHDAYS  
(17th  November – till end of term)�
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Suggestions for home activities 
·  Use a religious Advent  
     Calendar so that your child is   
     reminded that Advent is a time of waiting and 
       preparing for Jesus’ birthday. Use Mission  
     Together Advent Calendar on 
www.missiontogether.org.uk 
 

·  Together, make a birthday card for 
Jesus.  

·  Make children aware o 
of Advent wreath and 
its significance. 

·  Celebrate the birth of 
Jesus – relate to visit 
of shepherds and  
Kings. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVITATIONS 
(6th October – 7th  Nov) 
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Suggestions for home activities 
 

·  If your child has been baptised, tell them 
about that special day. Show them any 
cards, photographs, dress, candles you 
still have. If not, ask them to tell you 
what they know about Baptism 
/Confirmation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

·  Read together some children’s 
stories stories of saints.  
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         MYSELF 
(Start of term – 3RD October) 
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Suggestions for home activities 

·  Explain to your child how you came to 
choose their name and why it is special 
to them. Give them a card that has an 
explanation of their name on it. 

 
·  With the child, look at a photograph of 

him/herself and point out what makes 
them unique and special. Say a special 
prayer of thanksgiving for your child. 

 

Other Faiths 
(10 - 15th November) 

���)���������*
�
�������������"��������������
-���� ."� ���� 
���
���� ����� �	��
� ����� �����
��	���������
�������
�

Suggestions for home activities 
·  Encourage your children to talk to 

you about what they have been 
learning about Judaism. 
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St Andrew Patron Saint of Scotland 
(30th November) 

 

ADVENT 
Begins 30th November 

Advent means ‘coming’. We think of the coming 
of Jesus when he was born but we also think of 
his promise that he would come again at the end 
of time. It is a time of waiting and preparing. It 
is only in the last week of Advent that we focus 
upon the events to be celebrated at Christmas. 

 

St Francis Xavier (3rd December) 
 

The Immaculate Conception 
(8th December) 

This feast marks the first stage of the existence 
of Mary, the mother of Jesus. She was ‘full of 

grace’ from the very beginning and co-operated 
with  

God throughout her life. 
 

St Lucy (13th December) 
 

Christmas Day 
(25th December) 

On this day we begin our celebration of the birth 
of Christ. 

 
 

 
 

�
������	������	
 

���������	
����	�
��	���� 	
	

Birthday of our Lady ( 8th September) 
 

Our Lady of Walsingham 
(24th September) 

 

St Francis of Assisi (4th October) 
 

All Saints 
(1st November) 

We celebrate the lives of special and ordinary 
people who have responded to God’s invitation 

to love. 
 

All Souls 
(2nd November) 

Today and throughout the rest of November we 
pray for those who have died. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest 
in peace. Amen. 

 
St Hugh of Lincoln (17th November) 

 
Feast of Christ the King (23rd November) 

 
 

 
 
 


