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   November 2006
A

 monthly newsletter is always the aim so apologies that there has been a break in this programme.  I am confident you will be aware that numerous things have been going on from the individual notes you  have received.  I feel I must recognise the excellent work of our Friends Association under the superb chairmanship of Bridie Willis.  This term has already seen them achieve three highly successful functions and I would thank those of you who were able to support these and make them so successful.

The start of the school year saw our first ever “Michaelmas Ball” black tie event.  Of a possible 150 tickets 110 were sold for an event that is still being talked about from the great band, good food, photographs, magician, music at dinner, a fabulous marquee and, last but not least, a great auction of weeks in holiday villas, a privately cooked chef’s meal and, of course, a signed football.  Had all tickets sold then our profit would have been higher but a great night was had by all who attended.  Whilst we do not see this as an annual event it may be repeated if the demand is there.
November 3rd saw our best ever ‘Grand Firework Display’ attended by nearly 1,000 people and the general view appeared to be that the fireworks were excellent.  We just have to try and top this next year!
Just this weekend saw the very successful Christmas Fayre and I would like to thank all those of you who supported this event, the Grand Draw and the two non-uniform collection days.  Well done again to the committee who generally wrote off their weekend to organise a really enjoyable event.

These are just three examples of the great work done by our Friends Association Committee who I feel sure have a good year ahead.  

I would like to congratulate all the staff and last year’s year six pupils on our entry again into The Times top 500 state primary schools list.  We were the only Croydon school ranked and this year saw us at No. 433 up from 474 the year before.  Well done to everyone.

Christmas Dinner Day – Please Note
This is traditionally a special celebration and it is expected that all children will have a school dinner on this day.  A copy of the Menu is attached and if this presents any problem in regard to your child taking a lunch please advise us accordingly and we will do our best to resolve any difficulties.  We would ask you to make sure that your child has a dinner token on the 15th.  Please note this is a non-uniform day.  
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A Voluntary Aided School in the Trusteeship of the Archdiocese of Southwark.

Linked with Schools in the Bao'an District of China. 

WINDSOR ROAD · THORNTON HEATH · SURREY CR7 8HJ
TEL: 020 8771 3424 (2 Lines) · FAX: 020 8771 0065

Gym Club: Our school Gym Club needs someone willing to undertake basic competition judging.  This would involve attendance at approximately four competitions a year.  No experience required as training is available (approximately 4-6 weekend days).  Expenses will be paid.  If you would like further information please contact our Gym Coach, Gill Ciano on 020 8677 4007.

Absence:  We have a very good record of monitoring pupil absences.  Please make sure you notify the school as soon as possible when an absence occurs.  When your child returns to school please send in written confirmation either by letter or use of the slips available from Reception to confirm the reason for absence, which will then be recorded as authorised.
There has been a recent increase in the number of requests for term time leave of absence.  Parents are reminded that the school is expected to only grant leave in VERY exceptional circumstances and holidays do not meet this criteria.  Please avoid non-essential term time absences.

Tesco Vouchers: Please send in any Tesco vouchers (sport or computer) as we would like to redeem as many as possible before the end of term.  Please seek out any lurking in handbags, cars etc.  Thank you.

Box Tops Vouchers:  These are worth 10p each to the school so please send in any you may have as above.

Other Current Collections:  We generally participate in all school promotions as these undoubtedly increase our resources.  Your support for these is much appreciated.
Extra Curricular Activity List:  Please find attached list of current extra curricular activities available to our pupils.  This is a very extensive list and I must say the efforts made by teaching staff to support many of these is highly commendable not least taking account of the many other demands their classroom and curriculum responsibilities place on them.  I am aware that you acknowledge this.

Governor Parent AGM:  Thank you to a number of parents who remarked that the report issued this year was deemed to be the most informative to date and indicated it was appreciated as an annual communication.  (This currently costs approximately £1.50 per copy to produce.)  There is no longer a requirement to publish a report or hold a meeting since the Government’s introduction of the school profile which is available online.  Over recent years attendance figures have reduced.  This year only 30 parents attended.  The Governors will be considering this issue at their next meeting and it would be helpful if you would express your views by completing the survey form attached to this Newsletter returning it to school by the end of term.  My thanks to Sheila Williams for providing an excellent buffet on this evening and to the Friends for funding it.
Theatre Group Visit and Workshop

Apologies that due to illness the performance Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 were to see this week was cancelled.  The theatre group will be undertaking their visit at a later date to be agreed.  We will advise you accordingly.

Gift Aid

Thank you to all parents who are able to support our Gift Aid programme.  The school has just received a cheque for £2,000 covering the period April to August.  This is valuable income for the school.

Christmas Concert

Our infant pupils will be leading the Christmas Concert on the dates already notified and letters have been issued to the parents of the children concerned inviting requests for tickets.  If any junior parents would like tickets please let the school office know.  They will be issued on the same basis as always, i.e. a maximum of two tickets with an option to request additional tickets should they be available.
Teatowels

A few teatowels remain from each year group (only 2 for Reception) if you would still like to place an order please send in your request stating year groups and number of teatowels required and enclose payment of £3.50 per teatowel.

Nursery Admissions: Please note the closing date for receipt of applications for Nursery places in September 2007 is Wednesday 20th December 2006.  Any applications received after this date will be treated as late applications.

*****************************************************************************************
GOVERNOR PARENT AGM – SURVEY

Please tick as appropriate:-

1. (

I/we welcome the annual AGM report and wish it to continue to be issued.

2. (

I/we welcome the annual opportunity to submit written questions to the Governors.


3. (

I/we would be happy for written questions submitted to be answered in writing and circulated
                  to all families.


4. (

I/we feel the current meeting should continue.


5. (

I/we do not feel there is a need for an annual meeting.


6. (

I/we feel there should continue to be a meeting for Governors and parents but only every 
                  _______________
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Signed (optional) ………………………………………………………………………

Bereavement: I would like to commend the work of Arthur Green who has tirelessly been working to set up a network to support families at times of bereavement.  His efforts have paid off and he has recently won an award for his efforts and support in getting his proposal off the ground.  I am pleased to include below the information he has provided about his project “Planetwidow”.  He would very much welcome comments and help.  Please contact Arthur directly or via the school office for further information.

Planetwidow

At the start of the summer The Millennium Awards Trust (a national lottery funded award scheme), & the Guardian Newspaper Group launched a nationwide competition to identify local community based projects that they believed would make a positive difference within the local community. 
One such project to apply for consideration was “Planetwidow” a Croydon based bereavement service that aims to be run for the bereaved by the bereaved. The phrase “Planetwidow” was coined by the Actress Maureen Lipman when asked what life was like after her husband, Jack Rosenthal (the distinguished playwright) died. She reasoned that it was like “living on a different planet with a new language and a new set of rules and traditions”.

Planetwidow is the brainchild of one of our parents, Arthur Green (his son Zachary is in year 1). Arthur lost his wife 3 ½ years ago, he has two older children that both attended St James the Great,  and he decided to enter the competition in the hope that he could set up a service where people that have survived the pitfalls of bereavement could help those that have just been/or are about to be bereaved.  
The reasoning behind the project being that during bereavement you are at your lowest ebb and the help and guidance of someone that has already experienced such a profound loss is invaluable.

After some six months of deliberating and sifting through nearly 800 entries the trustees have decide that there are a small number of projects that they deem worthy of support.  We are delighted to announce that Arthur and his Planetwidow project have been selected to receive an award which will be presented to Arthur at the national awards lunch in an exclusive west end restaurant on Tuesday 31st of October. Arthur and the other award winners will automatically be enrolled as fellows of the Millennium Awards Fellowship and as a full fellow his project and its achievements will be promoted on the Millennium Commission’s website www.starpeople.org.uk.  
If anybody has any practical help they could offer (e.g. website building experience) please contact Arthur through the school office or on his mobile (07896839651).
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