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elcome back to everyone, new and existing families, and, of course, a special welcome to our 
new staff: Miss Nicola Hudson, Miss Maria McGrath, Miss Orla Redmond,  
Mrs Anna Rodrigues and Mr James Stewart.  We are also pleased to welcome  

Miss Kelly Dennis back to undertake her GTP training. 
 
We hope you have all had an enjoyable summer break.  If the numerous postcards we received are 
anything to go by, then days out and trips home and abroad provided the children with a range of great 
experiences.  Many thanks for taking the trouble to send cards.  These will be shared with the children 
and then displays made in the central area and classrooms.  Many are still arriving! 
 
The new academic year has quickly got underway and we are pleased with the works that were 
undertaken around the school during the break.  These included the refurbished offices; new carpeting to 
the reception area and junior corridor; refurbishment of Reception and Year One toilets; blinds to some 
classrooms; lower level hall painting; new external lighting to the infant playground areas, along with 
general maintenance works.  Thanks to Les Parry, our Premises Manager, for overseeing these works 
during the break and to his cleaning team for bringing the school up to standard for the start of term. 
 
We have now issued the Year 6 children with their Year 6 tie which we hope they will wear with pride in 
the knowledge that right to wear it can be withdrawn as a sanction if necessary.  They have also now 
received their Secondary Transfer information.  Please ensure you follow the deadlines notified. 
 
Thank you to all parents for ensuring children returned to school in full uniform ready and prepared for 
the year ahead.  Please remember to ensure your children’s clothing is clearly labelled so they can 
identify their own clothing, particularly when changing for PE, and to enable quick identification of lost 
property. 
 
I would take this opportunity to wish Mrs Williams every success as she assumes the role of Deputy 
Headteacher in what, I am confident, will prove to be another highly successful year for St James the 
Great. 
 
Congratulations to Mary and Francis Berkeley-Agyepong on the birth of Jeremiah.  Mother and son are 
doing well. 
 
ANNUAL CATHOLIC SCHOOLS’  MASS for all those working in Catholic Schools will take place at St 
Mary’s Catholic Church, Wellesley Road, West Croydon on Tuesday 22nd September at 4.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

The school holds an Intermediate International Schools Award. 
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SCHOOL CATERING  
As previously advised, we are maintaining our school meal cost at £1.60 per meal and are committed 
to this price for the academic year.  To do so will, however, need us to maintain and, if possible, 
increase take up.  Attached is a copy of the current school menu.  Please support this service as much 
as possible which, I believe, provides excellent value for money as well as meeting nutritional 
requirements.  Next week will be week two of the Menu. 
 
REMINDER – DRESS CODE AND UNIFORM  
Parents are asked to ensure our school dress code is fully followed including our rules in regard to 
haircuts and the wearing of jewellery.  We would also ask you to check your child has the appropriate 
PE kit.  We will be monitoring and following up these issues in fairness to the vast majority of parents 
who ensure these issues never present a problem. 
 
N.B.  Summer uniform may continue to be worn up until the October half term, after which time 
winter uniform must be worn.   
 
NEW SCHOOL YEAR MASS 
All are welcome to attend our Mass to celebrate the start of the new school year which will take place 
on Friday 18th September at 2.15 pm in the school hall for Reception to Year 6. 
 
SCHOOL HOLIDAY DATES 
Attached is the latest term date list covering the period to Summer Term 2011.  This supersedes 
previous lists issued and we would recommend these be destroyed. 
 
PLEASE NOTE – EASTER 2011 
As we traditionally work through until Holy Thursday this means our Easter dates in 2011 are likely to 
be significantly out of step with those of other schools due to the timing of Easter Sunday.  This does 
not happen very often and we would hope this early notice will enable any inconvenience to be 
mitigated and possibly some advantage gained from this anomaly.  Please also note the amended 
Summer Term 2010 dates and the final In-Service Training Days for this academic year (October 2009 
and March 2010). 
 
TEAM CAPTAINS  
Congratulations to our team captains who have been elected for the year:- 
 
 Blue Team (St Andrew’s):   Roisin Lopeman and Matthew Love 
 Red Team (St George’s): Katie Hickey and Luca Boome 
 Green Team (St Patrick’s) Richard Paul and Shania Beck 
 Yellow Team (St David’s): Michael Madigan and Casey Tcheukam 
 
BOOK TRAIL 2009 
From the hands that went up in Friday’s assembly, it looked like a significant majority of the children 
took part in this year’s Book Trail.  Thank you to the parents who facilitated this holiday activity.  
From personal experience I know how time consuming this can be.  It is, however, a valuable 
experience for the children.  Once we receive the children’s certificates they will be distributed. 
 
SQUABBLE BUSTERS 
Well done to the children who have been appointed to this important role.  They play an important part 
in making playtimes as enjoyable for everyone as far as possible.  They received their badges in last 
Friday’s assembly: Callum Dias, Cassian Thomas, Josiah Oyeyinka, Armelle Lee, Allison Furtado, 
Shania Beck, Gabriella Morrone, Lisa D’Cruz, Chika Afam, Andrew Gater, Ria Mooney, Brendan 
O’Donovan, John De Zoysa, Mark Szymaniak, Isabella Muniandy, Jaydon Gidden, Jahmal 
McPherson, Zgora Boret, Freddie Mezzela, Michael Madigan, Katie Hickey and Roisin Lopeman. 
 
 
 



SCHOOL COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP  
Classes are currently electing their Council representatives and we will publish the names in the next 
Newsletter. 
 
SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY 
Following the resignation of Mrs Elaine Williamson as Local Authority representative on the school’s 
Governing Body we are able to confirm that our outgoing Parent Governor, Mr Alan Willis, has been 
appointed by the Local Authority as Mrs Williamson’s replacement.  We are very pleased to retain the 
expertise he brings to Governors.  There is now a Parent Governor vacancy to fill and we would ask 
you to consider standing for this important post.  Details of the process etc. are attached to this 
Newsletter.  
 
CHARITY APPEAL 
Ian Carlyle (Jack in 4.1 and Emily in 1.2’s dad) is running the “Run to the Beat” Half-Marathon (13.1 
miles) on Sunday 27th September 2009, in memory of his daughter Lily May Alice Carlyle who was 
born sleeping earlier this year.  A CAFOD candle light fund has been set up in Lily’s memory and any 
sponsorship money will help the fund to bring hope to children living in poverty throughout the world.  
In the current economic climate money is tight but Think!  A donation of just £3 (that’s not even the 
price of a McDonald’s Value Meal or a pint of beer) is enough to buy a full course of childhood 
vaccinations for one child, £7 could provide a school uniform for a child, £17 could provide school 
fees, uniform and books for a child for a whole year and £50 could provide a bicycle for a village 
health worker.  A just giving page has been set up at www.justgiving.com/ian-carlyle to make it easier 
to sponsor Ian.  Or speak to Ian or Katherine Carlyle to make a donation. 
 
 

ASSISTANCE NEEDED PLEASE 
Assistance needed only to ‘ferry’ 2 children from home (Dalmeny Avenue) to school (St James) and 
back everyday please.  One child is in Class 1.2 (normal school times) and the other is in Nursery pm 
(12.45 to 3.45 pm).  Reasonable rates expected.  Please call Anita on 07979 723863.  Thank you. 
 
WANTED : 
Registered childminder for am drop off and pm picks ups.  Please contact Alison on 07870 792434. 
 

 
SCHOOL BOOK SHOP 
We are now looking for some new volunteer parents to operate the Shop on a Monday afternoon on a 
rota.  This would involve a time commitment of approximately 2 hours once a half term.  If you are 
able to help please advise Mrs Stock in the office. 
 
YEAR 6 RESIDENTIAL TRIP PARENTS’  MEETING  
You will note from the date list which will be issued next week that it has been necessary to reschedule 
the parents’ meeting in connection with the Year 6 residential visit 2010.  This will now take place on 
Tuesday 6th October and not Wednesday 30th September as previously advised.  This is due to the fact 
that the original date clashed with two Secondary School open evenings.  Apologies for any 
inconvenience this may cause. 
 
SCHOOL FUND/GIFT AID  
The school is greatly assisted by the regular donations made by parents under this scheme which is 
additionally supplemented by gift aid declarations.  If you do not yet contribute a regular school fund 
payment please consider doing so.  There is no minimum level and every contribution contributes 
towards making a big difference collectively.  Please enquire either at the school office or to me 
directly should you require any further information.  Currently the suggested family donation is £40 
per year payable either monthly, quarterly or annually.  A number of payments that come into school 
fall within the gift aid category and if you are a tax payer but have not yet completed a gift aid 
declaration for the school, a form can be obtained to do so from the school office.  This involves you 
in no cost whatsoever. 
 



26TH
 CROYDON SCOUT GROUP CAR BOOT SALE  

Due to unforeseen circumstances this event has had to be postponed.  It will now be held on Sunday 
11th October 2009.  Please contact 020 8653 1702 for more details. 
 
SCHOOL L INK  
You will soon receive the latest edition from this book club which many of you make use of.  You will 
notice a slightly different look to this issue as the company have now been taken over by Scholastic 
and there are some enhancements to the offers including free postage.  The commission received by 
the school has doubled under the new company and any use you make of the scheme will benefit the 
school. 
 
PRE AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES  
We are currently updating this list and will make every endeavour to ensure it is published next week 
along with the annual school calendar and the dates for class Masses, Assemblies and Prayer Services. 
 
ATTACHMENTS :- 
 

Menu 
Holiday Date List 
Parent Governor Vacancy Information/Nomination Papers 

 

 
 



ST JAMES THE GREAT RC (VA) PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHO OL 
MENU 

(Our comprehensive Menu has been designed to meet nutritional guidelines for school meals and will 
include seasonal vegetables from the school garden as available) 

 

                              
 

WEEK ONE 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Saucy Meatballs 
Tuna Pasta Salad 
Cauliflower Cheese 

(V) 

BBQ Chicken 
Cheese, Bean 

Pasta Bake (V) 
Fish Fiesta 

Beef Bolognaise 
Vegetable 

Bolognaise (V) 
Salmon Fillet 

Cheese & Tomato  
Pizza (V) 

Meat Lasagne 
Vegetable Lasagne 

Locally Produced 
Pork Sausage with 

Roll 
Fish Fillet 

Salad Rolls (V) 
Steak Chips 

 
Muffin 
Cookie 

Fruit Kebabs 
Frozen Fruit 

Smoothie  

Rice 
Jacket Potatoes 

New Potatoes 
Jacket Potatoes 

Spaghetti 
Jacket Potatoes 

Oven Baked 
Wedges 

Seasonal Vegetables, Salad Bar and Fresh Breads 
Fruit Salad Apple Crumble 

and Custard 
Fruit Jelly Ice Cream and 

Hot Chocolate 
Sauce 

Fresh Fruit Selection and Yoghurts 

WEEK TWO 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Chicken Curry 
Fish Fingers 

Vegetable Pasta 
(V) 

Chilli Con Carne 
Vegetable Pizza 

(V) 

Roast Turkey, 
Beef or Lamb 

Hot Tomato and 
Herb Pasta (V) 

Chicken Casserole 
Vegetable Curry 

(V) 
Cold Meats 

Locally Produced 
Beef Burger 

Seafood Pasta 
Salad Rolls (V) 

Steak Chips 
 

Cookie 
Shortbread 

Fruit Kebabs 
Frozen Fruit 

Smoothie 

Rice or Noodles Jacket Potatoes 
Rice 

Oven Roast 
Potatoes 

Boiled Potatoes 
Couscous 

Seasonal Vegetables, Salad Bar and Fresh Breads 
Peach Slices 

in Juice 
Marble Cake 
and Custard 

Creamy Rice 
Pudding 

Iced Vanilla 
Sponge 

Fresh Fruit Selection and Yoghurts 

WEEK THREE 
Ham & Pineapple 

Pizza 
Vegetable Chilli 

(V) 

Spicy Chicken 
Mackerel Pasta 

Salad 
Vegetable Lasagne 

(V) 

Shepherd’s Pie 
Cheese & 
Vegetable 
Quiche (V) 

Salmon Fish Cakes 

Chicken Pie 
Sweet & Sour 

Chicken 
Pasta Bake (V) 

Cod Fish Fillet 
French Bread 

Pizza 
Salad Rolls (V) 

Steak Chips 
 

Cookie 
Muffin 

Fruit Kebabs 
Frozen Fruit 

Smoothie 

Couscous 
Jacket Potatoes 

Rice 
Jacket Potatoes 

Mash Potato 
Jacket Potatoes 

Noodles 
New Potatoes 

Seasonal Vegetables, Salad Bar and Fresh Breads 
Vanilla Ice Cream 
with Fruit Coulis 

Chocolate Sponge 
and Chocolate 

Sauce 

Orange Jelly Lemon Drizzle 
Cake 

Fresh Fruit Selection and Yoghurts 
 
N.B. Special Diets will always be catered for 



 
 
 

 ST JAMES THE GREAT SCHOOL, WINDSOR ROAD, THORNTON HEATH  
HOLIDAY DATES  
 

 
 
 

AUTUMN TERM 2009 
      CLOSED: Wednesday 2 September (Staff In-Service Day) 
OPEN: Thursday 3 September   CLOSE:  Thursday 22 October 
      CLOSED: Friday 23 October (Staff In-Service Day) 
OPEN: Monday 2 November   CLOSE:  Friday 18 December 
 
SPRING TERM 2010 
      CLOSED: Monday 4 January (Staff In-Service Day) 
OPEN: Tuesday 5 January    CLOSE: Friday 12 February 
OPEN: Monday 22 February   CLOSED: Friday 12 March (Staff In-Service Day) 

CLOSE: Thursday 1 April 
 
SUMMER TERM 2010 
OPEN: Monday 19 April    CLOSED: Monday 3 May (PUBLIC HOLIDAY) 
      CLOSE: Friday 28 May 
      CLOSED: Monday 7 June (Staff In-Service Day) 
OPEN: Tuesday 8 June    CLOSE: Wednesday 21 July 
 
AUTUMN TERM 2010 
      CLOSED: Wednesday 1 September (Staff In-Service Day) 
OPEN: Thursday 2 September   CLOSE: Friday 22 October 
OPEN: Monday 1 November   CLOSE: Friday 17 December 
 
SPRING TERM 2011 
OPEN: Wednesday 5 January   CLOSE: Friday 18 February 
OPEN: Monday 28 February   CLOSE: Thursday 21 April 
 
SUMMER TERM 2011 
OPEN: Monday 9 May    CLOSE: Friday 27 May 
OPEN: Monday 6 June    CLOSE: Friday 22 July 
 

********************************************** 
For your information : 
   2009  2010  2011 
Good Friday  10 April  2 April  22 April 
Easter Sunday  12 April  4 April  24 April 
Christmas Day  Friday  Saturday  Sunday 
 

FIVE STAFF IN-SERVICE DAYS PER ACADEMIC YEAR HAVE TO BE FIXED 
YOU WILL BE ADVISED OF THOSE NOT INCLUDED ABOVE AS THEY ARE AGREED 

 
(September 2009) 
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11th September 2009 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Notification of Parent Governor Election 
 
I would record my thanks to our parent Governor, Mr Alan Willis, for his service to the school during his 
term of office which, in this capacity, has now come to an end.  It is proposed, therefore, to proceed with 
an election to fill this vacancy which is for a 4 year term.  Any parent or guardian of a child currently 
registered at the school is eligible to stand and we operate a process of self nomination.  If you are 
interested in standing please complete the attached Nomination Form and return it to school with a 
passport sized photograph by 2 pm on Monday 21st September.  Should more than one person nominate 
themselves an election will be arranged to take place between Wednesday 23rd September and 4 pm 
Friday2nd October.  The count will take place in the school at 9.30 am on Monday 5th October and 
candidates or their representative will be welcome to attend the count. 
 
I very much hope you will give serious consideration to standing.  You will be committing yourself to 
attendance at a termly meeting of the full Governing Body and participation in one or two Governor sub-
committees that meet, on average, once a half term.  Governor training will be made available to the 
successful candidate who will be joining a professional and supportive Governing Body team. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me or Mr Beck should you require any additional information prior to 
making a decision to stand.  For information, the next full Governing Body meeting has been scheduled 
for Thursday 15th October at 7.30 pm at the school. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs M Marchant 
Returning Officer on behalf of the Governing Body 
 



PARENT GOVERNOR NOMINATION FORM  
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