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elcome back.  The start of a new school year brings with it much anticipation and a renewed 
enthusiasm.  We look forward to the year ahead and trust our year six pupils will achieve 
much in their final year with us.  At the same time we welcome Nursery pupils who are at the 

start of their time with us.  In addition to welcoming everyone back, we offer a special mention to our 
new teaching staff: Miss Jean Gardner, Miss Tracey O’Connor and Mrs Donna Shoulder.  We very much 
hope they will settle quickly and enjoy their time at St James the Great and we look forward to 
contributions they will make to the life of our school.   
 

As you will appreciate whilst the break period was underway much was going on at the school.  Staff 
were around at various times, firstly tying up the loose ends from last year and then in no time gearing up 
for the start of the new year.  Gym, Football and Art activities took place in the first part of the break 
which also saw our Friends Association run four sell out day trips to the seaside which were greatly 
enjoyed by those who participated.  Thanks to Juliet Goulding for organising them and to Joe for driving. 
 

If you have not yet been inside the building you will not have noticed the effect of a number of building 
works that took place over the break period.  The long overdue extension of the staff toilet facilities has 
been completed to an excellent standard.  A new second level floor has been constructed in the old library 
and ICT suite area.  This has seen an upgrade of the ICT suite which now includes air conditioning.  
Above this will be our new staff room that provides better facilities for the staff and includes a private 
work area.  The new staff room will be for the exclusive use of staff.  The old staff room has been 
refurbished and in addition to providing additional much needed teaching space will also provide a 
refreshment area for parents attending class based liturgies.  I am confident these adaptations will work to 
the benefit of all.  
 

Thank you very much for all the postcards received from destinations home and abroad visited over the 
summer.  Our request for cards generated a very good response and once shared with the children will be 
utilised in displays.  Whilst many of us saw some very wet weather over the summer spirits were clearly 
not dampened!!  I have no doubt we have a busy year ahead I look forward to an interesting and 
successful one. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS :  The summer break saw a request to the school Governors for the secondment of 
Mrs Claire Murphy to the Acting Headship of Good Shepherd School, New Addington, initially for the 
Autumn term.  This recognition of the skills of another member of our staff is a compliment to the school.  
Whilst we are very sorry to lose her from our staff for the period clearly our loss is their gain.  We 
congratulate her and in wishing her every success in her new role confirm our support for the work she 
will be undertaking.  She will remain very much part of our staff through regular contact during this 
period.  The teaching arrangements for Class 5.2 have been notified separately. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

A Voluntary Aided School in the Trusteeship of the Archdiocese of Southwark. 
Linked with Schools in the Bao'an District of China.  

WINDSOR ROAD · THORNTON HEATH · SURREY CR7 8HJ 
TEL: 020 8771 3424 (2 Lines) · FAX: 020 8771 0065

W

NEWSLETTER  

school  
    achievement award  

Department for Education and Employment  

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 
 



CONGRATULATIONS TO M RS SHAKESPEARE :  Some of you may have noticed that Mrs Shakespeare will 
soon be going on maternity leave.  I would record my sincere thanks to her for supporting the transition of 
last year’s Nursery children into Reception before she goes on leave at half term.  We look forward to 
hearing the news of her new arrival and trust she will enjoy her period of leave. 
 
RECEPTION CLASSES 
Children in these classes will be staying for lunch every day for the next two weeks.  Parents are reminded 
that they should put five tokens in an envelope marked with their child’s name in the book bag and after the 
two week period should do the same marking on the envelope the days of the week on which the child is 
staying for a school dinner. 
 
NEW SCHOOL YEAR M ASS:  This will take place in the school hall at 2.15 pm on Friday 12th September.  All 
are welcome. 
 
VOLUNTEER READING HELPERS:  We very much hope that those who helped last year will continue to do so 
this year and that others may feel they can offer a regular period each week to support class based reading.  
Please let Miss Hass know if you are able to help, either directly or by dropping a note into the school office. 
 
NEWSLETTER 2:  We anticipate issuing the next newsletter during the third week of the term.  This will 
include:- 
 

1. Annual calendar – date list. 
2. Class Mass/Assembly/Prayer Service Dates. 
3. Updated Holiday Date List to 2010. 

 
SPECIAL NEEDS OPEN SESSIONS 
Mrs Pillay will operate her open sessions for parents on Wednesday mornings between 9.15 and 10.30 am.  
No appointment is required so feel free to avail yourself of this facility if you have any concerns of a special 
needs nature.  As these are open sessions it may be necessary to wait a short while to be seen. 
 
I MPORTANT NOTE - NOTIFICATION REQUESTED OF ANY MEASLES , CHICKENPOX OR SHINGLES INFECTIONS .   
Attached to this newsletter is a letter I have received from the parent of a child at St James the Great who is 
currently receiving medical treatment that means his immune system is at a low level.  It is very important, 
therefore, that he avoids contact with these infections.  Mrs Monfries has expressed her appreciation of the 
support she has received to date and I would be grateful, therefore, if in the event of the above illnesses 
occurring within your family that you notify the school office as quickly as possible. 
 
FRIENDS ASSOCIATION – WINE TASTING  
Please watch out for the flyer inviting you to book tickets for this event due to take place on Friday 26th 
September at 7.30 pm.  Tickets are limited due to the nature of this event, which will be our Association’s 
first of the school year and first event of this type.  Please support if you can. 
 
FETE YEAR 2009 
This academic year brings round our biennial Fete, the biggest fundraiser in our Friends Association’s 
Calendar.  This is an “all hands to the pump” function.  Please watch for further information and “lend a 
hand” wherever you can. 
 
26TH

 CROYDON SCOUT GROUP are holding a Car Boot Sale on Sunday 21st September at St James the Great 
School. Cars £5.00, Vans and MPVs £7.00. Refreshments available. Time 10- 1 pm.  Sellers to arrive at  
9 am.  Please contact Kathy Goldsmith on 020 8653 1702 if you wish to book a space. 
 

NOTES ISSUED: Please note following items have already been issued:- 
 

1. Year 6 – Secondary Transfer Information 
2. Years 2 to 6 – Information regarding after school Science classes (Einstein’s Entertainers). 
3. Class 5.2 – teaching arrangements Autumn term. 
4. Family fun booklet. 
5. Current school Menu (attached). 

 



ST JAMES THE GREAT RC (VA) PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHO OL 
MENU 

(Our comprehensive Menu has been designed to meet nutritional guidelines for school meals) 
 

                                 
 

WEEK ONE 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday (Fun Lunch) 

Saucy Meatballs 
Tuna Pasta Salad 
Cauliflower Cheese 

(V) 

BBQ Chicken 
Cheese, Bean 

Pasta Bake (V) 

Beef Bolognaise 
Vegetable 

Bolognaise (V) 
Salmon Fillet 

Cheese & Tomato  
Pizza (V) 

Meat Lasagne 
Vegetable Lasagne 

Locally Produced 
Pork Sausage with 

Roll 
Fish Fillet 

Salad Rolls (V) 
Steak Chips 

 
Muffin 
Cookie 

Fruit Kebabs 
Frozen Fruit 

Smoothie  

Rice 
Jacket Potatoes 

New Potatoes 
Jacket Potatoes 

Spaghetti 
Jacket Potatoes 

Oven Baked 
Wedges 

Seasonal Vegetables, Salad Bar and Fresh Breads 
Fruit Salad Apple Crumble 

and Custard 
Fruit Jelly Ice Cream and 

Hot Chocolate 
Sauce 

Fresh Fruit Selection and Yoghurts 

WEEK TWO 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Chicken Curry 
Fish Fingers 

Vegetable Pasta (V) 

Chilli Con Carne 
Vegetable Pizza (V) 

Roast Turkey, 
Beef or Lamb 

Hot Tomato and 
Herb Pasta (V) 

Chicken Casserole 
Vegetable Curry 

(V) 

Locally Produced 
Beef Burger 

Seafood Pasta 
Salad Rolls (V) 

Steak Chips 
 

Cookie 
Shortbread 

Fruit Kebabs 
Frozen Fruit 

Smoothie 

Rice Noodles Jacket Potatoes 
Rice 

Oven Roast 
Potatoes 

Boiled Potatoes 
Couscous 

Seasonal Vegetables, Salad Bar and Fresh Breads 
Peach Slices 

in Juice 
Marble Cake 
and Custard 

Creamy Rice 
Pudding 

Iced Vanilla Sponge 

Fresh Fruit Selection and Yoghurts 

WEEK THREE 
Ham & Pineapple 

Pizza 
Vegetable Chilli (V) 

Spicy Chicken 
Mackeral Pasta 

Salad 
Vegetable Lasagne 

(V) 

Shepherd’s Pie 
Cheese & Vegetable 

Quiche (V) 
Fish Fillets 

Chicken Pie 
Vegetable Sweet 

& Sour (V) 

Cod Fish Fillet 
French Bread Pizza 

Salad Rolls (V) 
Steak Chips 

 
Cookie 
Muffin 

Fruit Kebabs 
Frozen Fruit 

Smoothie 

Couscous 
Jacket Potatoes 

Rice 
Jacket Potatoes 

Mash Potato 
Jacket Potatoes 

Noodles 
New Potatoes 

Seasonal Vegetables, Salad Bar and Fresh Breads 
Vanilla Ice Cream 
with Fruit Coulis 

Chocolate Sponge 
and Chocolate 

Sauce 

Orange Jelly Banana Cake 
and Custard 

Fresh Fruit Selection and Yoghurts 
 
N.B. Special Diets will always be catered for 
 



THORNTON HEATH FESTIVAL  
We are pleased to circulate the information below regarding the forthcoming Thornton Heath Festival on 
Sunday 7th September. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


