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      December 2006
We extend our very best wishes to everyone
for a Happy and Holy Christmas

and every blessing for 2007
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s I know you appreciate this is a very busy time in school but the feeling I get is that the true spirit of Christmas has come through the excellent Christmas productions with the element of celebration also being clearly evident.

This time of year is also an appropriate time to say thank you and at the risk of missing someone out I extend gratitude to the following groups: all the staff for their hard work and numerous extended working days; to the children for all their enthusiasm and hard work; to you, the parents, for getting your children to the various activities in addition to supporting them by your attendance and to the Governors for their work and support very often behind the scenes.  Everyone has put 100%+ into the term but it is appropriate I think to make special mention of Mrs Williams for the superb Carol Service at St Bartholomew’s and her work with the school choir which saw them singing at the Whitgift Centre and to the St Andrew’s Active Retirement Group.  The school’s Key Stage Two music goes from strength to strength under her stewardship as does Key Stage One’s under Mrs Forward as seen at the Infant Concert.  We are fortunate to have a number of staff with musical ability.  Key Stage One produced a wonderful concert that saw 180 pupils perform to “sell out” performances.  A tiring time for all but they rose to the occasion and now deserve some “wind down time”.  Thanks again to Mrs Mowbray whose sterling work issuing tickets for the evening performances ensures as many as possible can attend.  She is well supported by our office staff and Mrs Marchant again ensured the production of programmes etc. in addition to all her other regular work.  I must mention our catering staff and, in particular, Sheila Williams and Linda Tomlinson who always have a tight schedule but once again provided an excellent Christmas Dinner for us.  All I can say is thank you and well done to all.
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A Voluntary Aided School in the Trusteeship of the Archdiocese of Southwark.

Linked with Schools in the Bao'an District of China. 

WINDSOR ROAD · THORNTON HEATH · SURREY CR7 8HJ
TEL: 020 8771 3424 (2 Lines) · FAX: 020 8771 0065

Notes Home

We make every endeavour to provide parents with as much information and notice in regard to school activities.  This is, however, largely dependent upon “pupil post”.  Foundation and Key Stage 1 children will always have correspondence sent home in their bookbags and we would ask you to check these on a daily basis.  In the case of Junior children it will be necessary to ask them on a regular basis for any letters sent home as these will undoubtedly be buried in their bags.  We would also respectfully request that care is taken in reading such correspondence and if there is any doubt about content please contact the school office for clarification.
Charity Collections

Your generosity is much appreciated this year’s charity collections saw:-

£250 collected at the Junior Carol Concert and Nursery Concert for the Stroke Unit at St George’s Hospital


£275 collected at the Infant Concerts for a primary school in Ghana

We are awaiting notification on the collection on the day our children performed in the Whitgift Centre.
I know how much these organisations appreciate this support for their work.  Thank you.

Nursery Concert

Having mentioned our Infant and Junior pupils it would be very remiss of me to let this newsletter go without recognising the excellent Nursery Concert this week.  The Nursery team excelled themselves in providing an uplifting and enjoyable Nursery celebration to round off the term.  Thank you to the team for all their work.
Energy Assembly

Thanks to Year 2 parents for ensuring their children arrived in time after the late Concert night for last week’s Energy Assembly, which all the children seemed to enjoy.  They may have told you that we are taking part in the Schools Carbon Challenge Competition at the start of next term.  This will involve a questionnaire coming home for you to do with your children on the issue of home energy conservation.  The competition offers £1,000 for the school, from among a group of six schools who achieve the highest questionnaire return.  You will receive more information next term.  In the meantime if you would like any additional information you are invited to look at the following website: www.cen.org.uk/schoolscarbonchallenge .

Art Comp

With parents shopping at all three Sainsburys stores we took the opportunity to submit entries for the store by store Christmas Card competitions in Selhurst, Streatham and Purley Way.  We have already heard that we won all three age categories in the Selhurst competition, gaining 3,000 Active Kids Vouchers for the school.  There is a display of the children’s work at the store so do take a look if you are there.  Well done to the winners.  We hope to publish full details in our next Newsletter when we have had the results from the other two stores.  We are waiting with “bated breath”.
Fionn Devaney Blue Peter

Congratulations to Fionn who recently gained a rare Blue Peter Badge for his story entry on the programme’s website.
Mr George Coles

We are all indebted to George for the excellent work he has undertaken during his term with us.  This is clearly evident around the school and has also resulted in us being brought up to date in regard to numerous current regulations.  Sadly George will be leaving at the end of term to return to work for his previous employer.  We very much hope he will be happy in his new post and we wish him every success for the future.
Christmas Craft Fayre

Thanks to your support this Fayre was our best to date raising a provisional total in excess of £5,000.  Well done to everyone.

School Coach
Some of you may be aware that whilst Joe was parked up in Bromley recently having dropped off a group to the Bromley Field Study Centre a vehicle ran into the back of our school coach causing significant rear end damage.  Our vehicle is currently at the repairers in Norfolk and we are waiting to hear from our insurers.  Hopefully we will be mobile again soon and I will keep you advised accordingly.  Unfortunately, if we are faced with booking coaches in the meantime for any trips there will be a need to request larger contributions as daily coach hire currently runs at approximately £300 plus per day before any entry charges to centres are included.  We will endeavour to keep this to a minimum and hope we will be back on the road sooner rather than later.  Watch this space!

New Year Keep Fit

Why not consider joining the excellent Keep Fit class run between 7 and 8 pm every Monday night in the school hall.  The current small, friendly group would welcome new participants so why not make it a New Year’s resolution to join.  Lizzie is a very experienced instructor and would welcome new members.  Costs are low at £3 per night.  Classes recommence on Monday 8th January 2007, our first day back.

Book Fair
Thank you to Mrs Faik for organising and Miss Sweeney and Mrs Reynolds for supporting the running of this year’s Christmas Book Fair.  Your support has again secured significant book resources for the school totalling £1,100.
School Closes
The last session for Nursery children is on Tuesday 19th December.  The last day for the rest of the school is Wednesday 20th December and on this day school closes at 2 pm.  Please collect your children promptly as there will be no-one to supervise them after this time.
School Re-opens on Monday 8th January 2007 for everybody.

Car Drivers

It would be nice if we could have a New Year’s resolution to be as considerate as possible to the neighbours of the school who are generally very accepting of the congestion that occurs at the start and end of the school day, particularly in Windsor Road.  I recently had a complaint that a local resident was unable to get his car out of his drive to get to a hospital appointment due to his drive being blocked by a Mercedes car registration no. LR51 CFN.  Please can we ensure that we avoid blocking residents’ driveways.  Please consider parking a short distance from the school and walking to collect your child.

In Conclusion: all staff are again very grateful for the numerous cards and gifts received.  These really are appreciated and if it has not been possible to extend thanks personally please accept this general thank you as our acknowledgement of your support and kindness.  Enjoy your Christmas break and all our very best wishes to you for 2007.
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